Aden Hashi Farah Ayro

Ayro, a member of the Ayr clan and thought to be 29 or 30 years of age, is one of
the most violent Salafi militia leaders and a protégé of Aweys. His extremism seems
similar to that of the late al-Qa’ida leader Abu Mus ab al-Zargawi, in that he alienated his
fellow clansmen by the specter of violence he created. He also lacks serious religious
credentials and, which combined with his youth, make it unlikely for him to inherit the
leadership of a major Salafi organization in Somalia.

Ayro was appointed by Aweys to head the Hizb al-Shabab, or youth wing of the
Islamic Courts Union, and is also the leader of other militias, although it is not entirely
clear what groups he heads within Somalia or what their political agendas are. His group
has been linked to the killings of four foreign aid workers and a dozen or more Somalis
who had been working with Westerners. He received military training in Afghanistan
prior to the U.S.-led invasion and has ties to al-Qa’ida operatives Abu Talha al-Sudani
and Ahmed Abdi Godane. He was also among the Somali delegation of mujahidin that
traveled to Lebanon in July 2006 to fight Israeli forces.
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