Record’s evidence of large numbers of Libyan fighters in Iraq and the number of
Libyans detained at Camp Bucca may be explained several ways. First, patterns
of foreign fighter infiltration have likely changed. Some of the fighters in Camp
Bucca have likely been there for several years. Second, Libyan foreign fighters
tend to become suicide bombers at very high rates compared to their
counterparts, which makes them less likely to be detained in Camp Bucca.”

Figure 4: Third Country Nationals Held at Camp Bucca

Origin Country Number Detained Percent Total Religion
(As of April 7, 2008)
Syria 48 19.1% Sunni-46, Shi‘a-2
Egypt 47 18.7% Sunni
Saudi Arabia 42 16.7% Sunni
Jordan 19 7.6% Sunni
Sudan 19 7.6% Sunni-17; Shi‘a-2
Iran 11 4.4% Christian-1; Shia-10
Kuwait 9 3.6% Sunni
Libya 9 3.6% Sunni
Tunisia 8 3.2% Sunni
Yemen 8 3.2% Sunni
West Bank, 5 2.0% Sunni
Algeria 3 1.2% Sunni
Belgium 3 1.2% Sunni
Mauritania 3 1.2% Sunni
Turkey 3 1.2% Sunni
United Arab Emirates | 3 1.2% Sunni
Lebanon 2 0.8% Shi’a
Morocco 2 0.8% Sunni
usS 2 0.8% Sunni
Kyrgyzstan 1 0.4% Sunni
Pakistan 1 0.4% Sunni
Somalia 1 0.4% Unk
Sri Lanka 1 0.4% Hindu

City/Town of Origin of Fighters in the Sinjar Records

Of 576 records that included the country of origin of the fighters, 429 also
contained information on the home city/town from which the fighters hailed.
The most common cities that the fighters called home were Darnah, Libya and
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, with 52 and 51 fighters, respectively. The next most

72 Interview with Colonel James Brown, commander of Camp Bucca Coalition Detention Facility,
Oct. 2007- Mar. 2008, Apr. 8, 2008. Col. Brown discussed a number of his observations and those
of his soldiers as to the behavior of indigenous Iraqi detainees and TCNs.
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common hometowns listed in the Sinjar Records were Mecca, Saudi Arabia (43),
Benghazi, Libya (21), and Casablanca, Morocco (17).

Saudi Hometowns

One hundred ninety-nine of the records of Saudi Arabian fighters listed in the
Sinjar Records included a hometown. As expected, Riyadh—the most populous
city in the country —was the most common city of origin with 24.8 percent (51) of
Saudi fighters. Mecca contributed 21.6 percent (43), Al-Jawf 8.0 percent (16),
Jeddah 7.5 percent (15), Medina 5.5 percent (11), and al-Ta’if 4.1 percent (8). The
remaining 65 fighters hailed from towns scattered across Saudi Arabia. The
cities of Sharurah, Al Jawf, Taif, and Buraydah are home to a significantly large
number of fighters relative to their population as depicted in Table 1 below.

Figure 5: Hometowns of Saudi Arabian Fighters in the Sinjar Records

City/Town? Number of | Population [Rate: Fighters
Fighters er Million

Riyadh 51 5,455,363 9

Mecca 44 5,797,971 8

Al Jawf 16 361,676 44

Jeddah 15 2,800,000 5

Taif 11 553,000 20

Medina 11 1,512,076 7

Buraydah 9 505,845 18

Al Qasim 7 1,016,756 7

Al Bahah 5 377,739 13

Tabuk 5 740,351 7

Sharurah 3 60,000 50

Al Kharj 2 300,000 7

Al-Ahsa 2 908,366 2

Amlaj 2 80,000 25

Yanbu 2 293,000 7

Najran 1 416,457 2

Abha 1 1,150,000 1

Zulfi 1 60,000 17

Baljurashi 1 Unknown |[Unknown

Bisha 1 300,000 3

Sakakah 1 114,000 9

Tathlith 1 70,000 14

Unaizah 1 130,000 8

73 Regions within Saudi Arabia such as Hijaz and al Shargiyah were not included in this list.
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Libyan Hometowns

The vast majority of Libyan fighters that included their hometown in the Sinjar
Records resided in the country’s northeast, particularly the coastal cities of
Darnah 58.4 percent (53) and Benghazi 23.6 percent (20).

Figure 6: Hometowns of Libyan Fighters in the Sinjar Records

Hometown Number of | Population  |[Rate: Fighters
Fighters er Million

Darnah 53 80,000 663

Benghazi 20 636,992 31

Sirt 5 70,000 71

Ajdabiyah 4 165,839 24

Misratah 3 100,521 30

Al Buraygah 1 505,845 2

Wadi an Nagah |1 Unknown

The small coastal town of Darnah produced the plurality of all Libyan fighters in
the Sinjar sample. Benghazi is the next most common Libyan hometown. Both
Darnah and Benghazi have long been associated with Islamic militancy in Libya,
in particular for an uprising by Islamist organizations in the mid-1990s. The
Libyan government blamed the uprising on “infiltrators from the Sudan and
Egypt,” and at least one of the militant organizations—the Libyan Islamic
Fighting Group (jama'ah al-libiyah al-mugqatilah, LIFG)—claimed to have Afghan
veterans in its ranks.” The uprisings were extraordinarily violent. Libyan leader
Muammar al-Qadhafi used helicopter gunships in Benghazi, cut telephone,
electricity, and water supplies to Darnah, and famously claimed that the
militants “deserve to die without trial, like dogs.””

Today, the LIFG is an important partner in al-Qa‘ida’s global coalition of Jihadi
groups. The late Abu Layth al-Libi, LIFG’s Emir, reinforced Benghazi and
Darnah’s importance to Libyan Jihadis in his November 2007 announcement that
LIFG had joined al-Qa‘ida, saying:

It is with the grace of God that we were hoisting the banner of Jihad against this
apostate regime under the leadership of the Libyan Islamic Fighting Group,
which sacrificed the elite of its sons and commanders in combating this regime

7+ Elie Austa, “Fundamentalist Unrest,” Agence France Presse, Mar. 26, 1996.
75 “Libya Said to Seal Off Area Following Unrest,” Agence France Presse, Mar. 25, 1996.
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whose blood was spilled on the mountains of Darnah, the streets of Benghazi, the
outskirts of Tripoli, the desert of Sabha, and the sands of the beach.”

The Sinjar Records suggest a dramatic increase in the number of fighters
traveling from Libya after March 2007 —a surge that may explain why earlier
studies of foreign fighters did not mention many Libyan fighters. Of the 111
tighters in the Sinjar Records recorded entering Iraq from August 2006 to March
2007, only nine were listed as Libyan. More than three times as many Libyans
were recorded entering Iraq from March 2007 to August 2007 than in the
previous six months. Of the 88 fighters listed as entering the country in that
timeframe, 28 were Libyan. Because the data is incomplete and may not be a
random sampling, we must draw conclusions very carefully. Nonetheless, the
evidence suggests a real surge in the number of Libyans entering Iraq.

It is not clear why Libyans started arriving in Iraq in larger numbers in spring
2007, though LIFG was building closer ties with al-Qa‘ida throughout that year.
In March 2007 Abu Yahya al-Libi—the LIFG’s senior ideologue and rising star in
the global Jihadi movement—called for unity in Iraq, and encouraged
“mujahidin” everywhere to support the ISI:

...our brothers are in need of the backing and aid of the Muslim peoples, with
their bodies and wealth, with shelter and prayer, and with incitement.... There is
no way to establish and preserve states other than Jihad in the Path of Allah and
Jihad alone.... This is the path, and anything else is from the whispers of Satan.””

Despite Abu Yahya’'s calls for supporting the ISI, LIFG did not officially swear
allegiance to al-Qa‘ida until November 2007. Nevertheless, the increasing
prominence of LIFG figures—including Abu Yahya and the late Abu Layth al-
Libi—in al-Qa‘ida’s high command may be a function of the group’s logistics
capacity, including its demonstrated ability to move people effectively around
the Middle East. It is also possible that tribal groups or prominent local leaders
in Northeast Libya encouraged their followers to travel to Iraq.

76 As-Sahab video released November 3, 2007, on the Al-Boraq Islamic Network; see OSC
FEA20071104393586.

77 See Abu Yahya al-Libi, Iraq Between Stages, Conspiratorial Intrigue, Al Firdaws Jihadi Forums on
March 22, 2007. See also Michael Moss and Souad Mekhennet, “Rising Leader for Next Phase of
Al Qaeda’s War,” New York Times, Apr. 4, 2008. Jihadis worldwide were, however, divided over
the strategic wisdom and religious acceptability of declaring the state.
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Moroccan Hometowns

Twenty-six of the 36 Moroccan fighters (72.2 percent) in the Sinjar Records listed
their hometown. Of those, 65.3 percent (17) hailed from Casablanca while
another 19.2 percent (5) were from Tétouan.
surprising because terrorism researchers have focused on Tétouan as a hotbed of
recruitment for travel to Iraq.
appropriate, but the Sinjar Records are a reminder of the larger picture of
radicalization and mobilization in Morocco.

The findings are somewhat

Anecdotal reports suggest this focus is

Figure 7: Hometowns of Moroccan Fighters in the Sinjar Records

Hometown Number of | Population Rate: Fighters
Fighters per Million

Casablanca 17 2,933,684 6

Tétouan 5 320,539 16

Tangier 3 669,685 4

Taroudant 1 69,489 14

Algerian Hometowns

Twenty-two of 43 Algerians listed in the Sinjar Records noted their hometown.
Of those, 36.4 percent (8) were from El Oued and 22.7 percent (5) were from
Algiers. El Oued’s eight foreign fighters is conspicuous given its small
population. The capital city of Algiers, with over 25 times the number of
residents of El Oued, had just five fighters listed.

Figure 8: Hometowns of Algerian Fighters in the Sinjar Records

Hometown Number of | Population Rate: Fighters
Fighters er Million

El Oued 8 139,362 57

Algiers 5 3,518,083 1

Baraki 2 107,972 19

Constantine 2 507,224 4

M’Sila 1 140,048 7

Sétif 1 246,379 4

Oran 1 683,250 1

Wadi Suf 1 133,933 7

Calitos 1 Unk

Syrian Hometowns

Thirty-five of the 49 Syrians (71.4 percent) in the Sinjar Records listed their
hometown. Syrian recruitment was widely dispersed except for Dayr al-Zawr,
which accounted for 45.7 percent (16) of the Syrians listed. Dayr al-Zawr is the
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Figure 18: Syrian Coordinator Abu Abbas’s Network

Routes Through Syria

The Sinjar Records do not provide much information about the fighters’ travel
inside Syria, but there is anecdotal evidence that Dayr al-Zawr was an important
transit point for Jihadis hoping to infiltrate Iraq, at least until 2006. A December
2005 report in Al-Hayah tracked a group of Algerian and Saudi fighters trying to
cross from Dayr al-Zawr, through the border town of Abu Kamal, and then into
Iraq.”" Likewise, a young Saudi who was captured in Iraq recounted how he
arrived there after using the same pathway from Dayr al-Zawr, via minibus to
Abu Kamal and by foot across the border to al-Qa’im.”> Abu Umar, a Palestinian
tighter who crossed into Iraq to train al-Qa‘ida troops also described transiting
Dayr al-Zawr on his way to al-Qa’im in Iraq.”® Al-Muhajir al-Islami, a frequent
poster to Syrian dissident websites explained that the Dayr al-Zawr section of the
border was particularly easy to cross because of the links between tribes on
either side of the border.*

9 Muhammad Muqaddam, “Facts Disclosed by Fundamentalists,” Al-Hayah, Dec. 8, 2005.

%2 Malfi al-Harbi, “Al-Shayi, a Victim that was Lured to Iraq,” Al-Riyad, Nov. 21, 2007.

% Interview with Abu Umar, Al Arabiyah 1905, December 7, 2007

9% See http://www.globalterroralert.com/pdf/0805/roadtoiraq0805.pdf Global Terror Alert does
not list the original website, but it was likely the Syrian Islamic Forum that was hosted at

www.nnuu.org during 2005.
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